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Faculty and friends are invited to participate in 
Homecoming festivities September 25 on the 
district main campus. The Warriors will take on 
Northeastern, and the game will be preceded by 
traditional on-field homecoming events just as 
you remember them. 

The ALUMNI TAILGATE PARTY for alumni, their 
guests, and present and retired faculty will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. and continue through game time. 
This event will be held at the Dale R. Keagy 
Plaza of the Alumni Field House, located in the 

east end zone of the stadium field.  

The HOMECOMING QUEEN coronation, and other traditional pre-game activities will take place 
on the field beginning at 6:25 p.m. The FOOTBALL GAME begins at 7:00 p.m. 

TOURS OF THE HIGH SCHOOL will begin 10 minutes following the completion of the game. 
Family members and friends are welcome.  

REGISTRATION takes place at the Alumni 
Association booth, located at the field house 
plaza. Registrants will receive a hospitality 
bag of gifts, sponsored by the alumni 
association, including a collectible alumni 
homecoming button. There will also be 
registration for free door prizes.  

A display of Susquehannock memorabilia, 
including a yearbook collection, a perfect 
setting to renew acquaintances and show 
your “old friends” that you haven’t aged a bit. 

Enter the stadium at the east ticket booth – game tickets must be purchased.  

The mission of the Susquehannock High School Alumni Association is to promote and foster the 
pride, loyalty and lifelong commitment to the School and continued relationships among its 

graduates. 

 

  



In Memoriam – Gerald R. Miller 

The Southern family lost one of its most beloved and 
memorable members on June 24, with the passing of 
former middle school principal, Gerald R. Miller. Alumni 
from the Class of 1972 to the Class of 1989 will remember 
Mr. Miller as an important part of their secondary careers, 
faculty will remember him as a tireless advocate for 
education, administrators will remember him as a valued 
colleague, and all who knew him will remember him as a 
good friend.  

 

 

Gerry graduated from Clearfield High School in 1943 and 
enlisted in the United States Army as a paratrooper. He was 
awarded a Purple Heart for being injured in battle in the 
South Pacific in World War II. In 1950 he graduated from 
Lock Haven State Teachers College with a degree in Health 
and Physical Education. In succeeding years, while 
teaching and coaching, he continued his graduate studies at 
the Pennsylvania State University and Lehigh University, 
earning his Master of Education degree and his school 
principal’s certification. He then dedicated his career to 

education, which started at Central Cambria High School, where he taught American history, 
driver education, health, and physical education. He coached baseball and basketball while 
there as well. 

From Central Cambria, he moved to Dallastown Area High School where he taught history and 
coached basketball. In 1968, he became the first principal of Southern Middle School (SMS), a 
position he held until his retirement in 1985. At SMS, he was best known for his emphasis on all 
things educational, for his firm but fair discipline policies, for his encouraging innovation in the 
classroom, and for his pride in the school. Because of his leadership and personal example, he 
had the undying support, respect, and loyalty of his faculty.  

Pictured is one of two Bradford Pear trees 
planted by the Board of Education in 1985 
outside the SMS main entrance in honor of 
Gerry Miller’s retirement 

Mr. Miller lived a full life, embracing all that it had to offer. He enjoyed spending time with friends 
and family, dancing, golfing, and was always ready to share the latest joke. He was a member 
of the Free and Accepted Masons-Summit Lodge 312, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
Dallastown American Legion, VFW Post 15040, 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Charter 
Member of the World War II Memorial, PA 
Association of Elementary and Secondary 
School Principals, the York County Education 
Association, and the Lock Haven State 
Teacher’s College.  

As SMS’s first principal, Gerry faced the 
challenge of pioneering the middle school in a 
school system rooted in the traditional K-6 
elementary school concept. At the time, 
Susquehannock housed students from grades 
7 thru 12. When it opened, Southern Middle 

School accommodated 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
He presided over growing pains, as the district 
transitioned from a rural to a suburban school 
district.  

He is fondly remembered as a very important figure in the history of Southern York County 
School District.

  



Class of 1954 Celebrates 55th Reunion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Proceeds from the 
commemorative tree 

program will be 
applied to the Alumni 
Field House Project.

 

First Row (Left to Right): Bill Klinefelter, Jean Laughman Kehr, Machree Rohrbaugh Baumgardner, Ruth
Bortner Shupp, Margaret Mutch Olt, Linda Rohrbaugh Woodside, Harry Fourhman, Stella Brown Crowther;
Second Row:  James Koller, Jean Bortner Klinefelter, Jean Stermer Trout, Shirley Rohrbaugh Nelson, Lucy
Ann Lutter Mendenhall, Carolyn Keith Benfer, Linda Smith Wise, Ann Wolf Becker, Shirley Gladfelter
Alwood;  Third Row:  Mary Vanover Webb, Joyce Hendrix Thacker, Lucille Measley Waugh, Delores Brown
Gates, Barbara Benson Edsall, Geraldine Thomas Fritz, Janet Gladfelter Conley, Evelyn Thomas Diehl, Roy
Fritz;  Fourth Row:  Dean Becker, Ed Waugh, Ed Amspacher, Larry Nonemaker, Lloyd Messner, John
Parrish, Larry Krout, and Buckley Reed 

Congratulations to the Class of 1954 for having sponsored a brick in the Alumni Plaza. Their 
sponsorship assists the Alumni Field House Project. Has your class sponsored a brick? 

 
 

New Commemorative Tree Program Announced 
Are you or your group looking for the perfect way to honor a loved one, classmate, or former 
teacher? Consider the Alumni Association’s campus tree sponsorship program.  

Click here for a link to the campus tree sponsorship program.  

For a payment of $200, you can sponsor a campus tree and/or 
garden with an attractive plaque to be mounted in the ground at the 
base of the tree and/or garden. There are hundreds of locations and 
varieties to choose from, each of which can be accessed from the 
website link noted. Locations are available on the main campus, 
Friendship, and Shrewsbury. 

The web-site link also shows the many trees that were dedicated in the first version of the 
program, which operated for a brief period in the 1980s. The program was suspended during a 
ten-year construction period, but has been recently revived by the Alumni Association in 
cooperation with the school district. For questions or specific arrangements, contact Debra 
Baker Koller at 717-235-4811, Extension 7278. 

 

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/syc_foundation.cfm?subpage=733398


Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 
  

Name           __  ___ Name           __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip     
 
Contribution Amount:  $   
 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund $ 
Eric Gonzales Scholarship $ 
Thomas Kerrigan Scholarship $ 
Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship $ 

Mail to: 
SYCSD Foundation 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 

Karl Steger Scholarship $ 
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 
Ron Leese Scholarship $ 
Glen Rock High School Scholarship $ 
Other (Specify _____________) $ 
 $ 

You will receive an 
acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

Total Contribution $ 
 

 
 

 

“Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast 
 

 
Warrior Television productions featuring 
outstanding alumni are now webcast via 
the School District website.  Available 
productions are: 

For more school webcast info, click here:
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfmc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm

Dan Goebler ‘95 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74 Glenn Geiple ‘72 
Todd Stiffler ’85  Jeff Joy ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43 
Dave Seitz ‘53 Bob Williams ‘52 Kevin Krebs ‘94 
Mark Rill ‘99 Lisa Myers ‘89 Jeff Garner ‘95 
Wade Bowers ‘98 Darryl Engler ‘65 Jack Hedrick ‘55 
Daryl McCullough ‘82 Kevin Angle ‘97 Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88 
Russ Kramer ‘83 Joshua Chronister ‘ 94 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67 
Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego, 97 NEW Doug Walters ’03   

Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) McCoury NEW 
 

 
Out of the Area? 

 
See girls volleyball and football games live at:   http://www.gametimepa.com/ 

  

http://www.gametimepa.com/
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered Alumni Count Continues to Grow! 
Special welcome to our newest registered alumni, members of the Class of 2009: Taylor Bond; 
Danielle Childs; Aaron Hare; Mathew Honeychuck; Shannon Jogodinski; Kaitlin McNew; 
Lindsay McPhail; Andy Pergrin; Lacey Phillips; Chris Schott; Kelby Walter; Teah Wells.  Pass 
along the registration link and the alumni newsletter to someone you know and help the 
association grow: http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm 

 

Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered Class of:  # Registered 
2009 12 1989  26 1970  11 
2008 17 1988  25  1969  22 
2007  7  1987  56 1968  10  
2006  19  1986  28  1967  18  
2005  41 1985  34  1966  3  
2004  12 1984  14  1965  6 
2003  19  1983  31  1964  2 
2002  17  1982  36 1963  13 
2001  26 1981  5 1962  5  
2000  35  1980  4 1961  9 
1999  38 1979  19  1960  7 
1998  40  1978  12 1959  2  
1997  44 1977  14  1958  10  
1996  20 1976  17  1957  16  
1995  36  1975  16  1956  4  
1994  28  1974  10 1955  13  
1993  30  1973  9 1954  7 
1992  27  1972  19  1953  11  
1991  39  1971  14 1952  4  
1990  17      

REUNION NEWS 
Class of 1969  40th Reunion  September 12, 2009  

Send name and address information to:  
shs1969reunion@yahoo.com 

Contact Ann Mellinger  
cruisin_annie@yahoo.com 

Class of 1978 30th Reunion September 26, 2009 
Reunion will be held at the Bon Air County Club 

The Class of 1999 is organizing for its 10th Reunion 
Please contact Amie Chapman via suquehannock99@gmail.com 

For additional information about these reunions, or to post information about your 
reunion, access the SHS alumni website:  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm 

 

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm
mailto:cruisin_annie@yahoo.com
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm


  

Alumni Spotlight 
Ronnie McCoury ’85 and Rob McCoury ‘89 

How do you get from Glen Rock to Carnegie Hall? Recalling a classic vaudeville quip, Ronnie 
McCoury answers, “Practice, practice, practice.” Ronnie and his brother Rob should know, 
they’ve performed there. And they’ve performed at the Kennedy Center, Grand Ole Opry, 
Preservation Hall, Newport Folk Festival, and a host of other notable concert venues in the 
world. 

While at Susquehannock, Ronnie and Rob McCoury pursued differing interests, as would most 
brothers. But they shared one common passion—a love of music, particularly for the uniquely 
American art form of bluegrass. And upon graduation, they pursued their art and the dream of 
performing it in the Susquehannock tradition, with an enduring commitment to excellence, 
character, and work ethic.  

Ronnie, the older of the brothers, was active in sports throughout his high school career, most 
significantly baseball and basketball. Surprisingly, Ronnie was not a “typical” high school 
student musician, having taken up violin at age nine, but quitting after two years because it 
interfered with his busy sports schedule. But music was always a part of young Ronnie’s life. His 
father, Del, had a popular local band, The Dixie Pals, and the brothers would often accompany 
the band to shows. At age 13, Ronnie became fascinated with the mandolin, an instrument that 
he quickly mastered to the point where he was playing with his father’s band a year later.  

Younger brother by four years, Rob, had a similar introduction to music. He began to play banjo 
at age eight, inspired by the music he heard around the house, at shows and concerts with 
which his father was performing. Of that time, he says “picking’ was the first thing I did in the 
morning and the last thing I did at night.” His first professional playing engagement came at age 
16, when he substituted in his father’s band on the bass fiddle, an instrument he knew very little. 
He performed so well that he became the band’s regular bass player until a banjo position 
opened a year later. 

They continued playing with their father in the Del McCoury Band, something they began while 
at SHS, Ronnie having performed with the band since 9th grade and Rob since his sophomore 
year. By 1992, the group had attained such national recognition, that they relocated to 
Nashville, to be near the heart of the American recording industry.  

In 1995, The McCoury Brothers – Ronnie and Rob – teamed up to record their own self-titled 
CD. In 1998, Rob joined some of Nashville’s greatest mandolin players to record Mandolin 
Extravaganza, which was nominated for a Grammy Award and won the International Blue Grass 
Music Association’s award for best instrumental album of 2000, along with best recorded event 
honors. 

As members of the Del McCoury Band, as singles, and as The McCoury Brothers,  Ronnie and 
Rob have been artists on more than 20 album releases, and are regarded as among the elite 
bluegrass musicians in the world. In combination, they have won more than 30 recording 
industry awards, including “Entertainer of the Year,”  “Best Instrumental Album,” and “Recorded 
Event of the Year” by the International Bluegrass Music Association. McCoury albums have also 
received several Grammy Award nominations, and a Grammy Award in 2006. 

As national touring artists, television, music video, and recording personalities, Ronnie are Rob 
are proud members of “The First Family” of their chosen musical genre, having appeared with 
the industry’s finest performing artists on the industry’s most prestigious stages. 

Ronnie and Rob are recipients of the 2009 Susquehannock High School Distinguished Alumni 
Award. Thanks to the McCoury brothers for making us Susquehannock proud. 
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